28             THE COUNTER-REFORMATION.
Capuchines, established at Naples in 1538 by a Catalan lady, appears to have been modelled upon the rigorous original rule of the Clares.
An even more striking contrast is that between the Capuchins and the Theatines, confirmed by Clement VII. in  1524, and  soon settled on the Monte The Theatines.                ^. ;Roine^    Their founders were Gae-
tano of Thiene, a native of Vicenza, and Gian Pietro Caraffa. The former had quitted a lucrative post at the Roman court in order to transplant the ideas of the Oratory of the Divine Love to his native city, Venice and Verona, and had gradually come to concentrate his pious thoughts upon the reformation of the secular clergy of the Church. On his return to Rome, Bonifacio da Colle, a Lombard lawyer, became interested in his design, and then it was enthusiastically taken up by Caraffa, whose bishopric of Chieti, or, according to the older form, Theate, gave its name to the new Order of the Theatines} The members of this order called themselves, not monks, but clerks-regular ; their superior bore the title of provost ; their costume was the ordinary clerical dress; their statutes explicitly declared it unfit that, either in the conduct of life or the services of religion, the conscience should be bound by mere usage. Clearly, the idea of their founders was the restoration of the clergy, by the example of these simple priests, to the primitive apostolic type. Indeed, the Theatines might remind us of the Low German Brotherhood of the Common Life, were it not for the select and aristocratic character impressed upon this
1 3Tra Paolo states that it was customary in his day at Venice to call ' votaresses of the Jesuits *   Chietines.